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Haptic HMI technology – touch-panels with a powerful feeling of control
Until recently, feedback from control panels could only be registered by the eyes or ears. Now Saia-Burgess, with its haptic concept, has added the sense of touch as an extra dimension. With this technology, the touch-panel is moved by four micro-drives in such a way that the user feels a strong movement, as with an actual electro-mechanical control switch. Following the enthusiastic reception at a press conference of a haptic-touch technology study, this development was pushed forward. At the PLC Drives Exhibition, Saia-Burgess now presents an initial pilot version of its 10.4" Saia Web-Panel with integral haptic-touch technology, in the context of a simple machine application.

This completely new type of haptic technology for industrial touch-panels is now ready for the practical phase of field and user trials. Based on the findings of these trials, details and the technical specification will be announced at the Hanover Fair in 2009, together with general plans for introducing standard SaiaPCD Web-Panels with haptic technology to the market.

It is the declared objective of Saia-Burgess to implement haptic-touch technology in a very wide range of device types for automation technology. This will, without doubt, fundamentally change the expectations of users with regard to touch-panels. In future, people will not only be able to hear and see the machine and process, but also feel them.
[Caption]  Haptic-touch technology from Saia-Burgess turns a touch-panel into a tactile experience
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